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Book One

" THE BELWIN STRING BUILDER o

by Samuel Applebaum

FOREWORD

The Belwin String Builder is a string class Method in which the Violin, Viola, Cello 4nd Bass play

_toggt‘her throughout. Each book, however, is a complete wmnit and may be used separately for class or
individual instruction. ’ ;

od, the quarter note approach is adopted not o’nly because it is the unit of the beat,

In this Meth
but begcause it encourages freedom of the bow arm at the outset. Starting from No. 15, the open string
melodies and those that introduce the first finger serve as an accompaniment to well-known folk songs

_which are written for the piano. This provides musical purpose to the melodies and stimulates rhythmic
interest. A small “p"” after the number indicates that there is a piano part for that melody.

After the fitst finger, F* and C* are introduced. This has proven to be most practicable from the
standpoint of tonality and left hamd finger placement. From this point on, the student plays the actual

melodies. However, on Page 20, F naturat and C natural are presented to develop intonation and to
more readily prepare the pupil for the school orchestra.

_ The material in this book is realistically graded so that only a minimum of explanatory iaterial
15 required. Each melody is interesting and will provide the basis for a fine left hand toehnic atd bow arm,
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To the Studernit:

This Method Book is the basic text for the BELWIN COURSE FOR STRINGS which is the FIRST
carefully ptanned complele curriculum for string development.' To get the most enjoyment from your
string instrument activitics and to assure a good mastery of musical fundamentals, what you learn in
the Method Book should be applicd Lo the playing of Solos, Ensembles, and String Orchestra pieces
as your skill increases.

This course includes these Solos, FEnsembles, and String Orchestra Pieces. On various pages in
tiiis Method Book, these supplementavy projects are suggested in accord with your developing musical
ability. It is strongly recommenderd thal these numbers he prepared as the various pages are reached.

Material Correlated swith String Builder Book 1

Solos Technic Book

I+ COME TO THE SEA v i st «es.so for Page 15 EARLY ETUDES FOR STRINGS . . . . .. starting on Page 10
Italian Folk Sang o

Program Bonk
2+ IN THE SWISSCALPS  dveiinn o we™ i % for Page 21

ol <~ b e el _FIRST PROGRAM FOR STRINGS . . . . . starting on Page 12
B BIUET o sogen  suincdon s mes i for Page 30 Ensemble Book
from Anna Magdalena Bach's Notebook DUETS FORSTRINGS . .. 20000 starting on Page 15

Copyright @ 1960 (Renewed 1988) by BELWIN MILLS PUBLISHING CORPORATION
A Rights Assigned tooand Contealied by CPPIBELWIN, INC., Aiami, 1T, 33014
International Copyright Seonned Made in ULS A, Al Miphte Reserved
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| seliasnae s e ——|————|—Draw the-bow-straight out. Starteach stroke with aslightattack.
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The D String RE

These are quarter notes. Each note receives one count.

M - means down-bow. Start playing at the frog or the bottom of
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The A is the highest string.
n v
- X e o
2 > {
n v
) o e Lo e s e M £
=5 I I i i 1 1 |
The D and A Strings
n v
; ok =
3 =X ' | '
P
n v
— pP—r_—r
1 1 | [
— n__y U= S SR — ol -
joority : W L —2
== === =
. : . | s

Copyright @ 1960 (Renewed J988) hy BELWIN MILLS PUBLISITING « © 7 a0 A 110N
All Rights Assipned to and Controlled hy CPPYBELWIN. ING
S5 RS International Copviighr Seenred Made in 11.S A,




The C is the lowest string.

The C String
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- THE OPEN STRINGS w1th HALF NOTES
Jomncayg =
These are halfnotes—(é—ch—Each—note-recelves two counts .

Move the bow a b‘lt slowe;‘ for the half notes. 2 —/7 W ]bo S

These numbers
B 4 - the top number tells us there are 4 coupts to each measure.

are called the {4
Time Sighature = the bottom number tells us a quarter note receives one count.

The bars | | divide the staff into measures.
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WHOLE NOTES (o)

Each whole note receives 4 counts Move the bow slowly .'

— e

TR
e

A double bar ends the piece.
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Count 1234
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Two Halves and a Whole
Move the rqow a bit faster for the half notes.
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One Long and Four Shorts
Move the bow faster for the quarter notes.
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THE WHOLE REST (on the 4th line) =
It is called a rest because we do not play. The whole rest receives 4 counts.
Gaily the Troubadour
Leave the bow on the string during the rest. THOMAS H. BAYLY
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MORE MELODIES wuth OPEN STRINGS
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THE HALF REST (on the 3rd line) E

The half rest recelveq 2 counts.

Bobbie Shafto NURSERY RHYME
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Baal Baal Black Sheep
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Hot Cross Buns
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LIFTING the BOW

Lift the bow when you see the two slanted lines (7).

Who is Thumbkin?
FRENCH DANCE SONG
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In 22 p, we lift the bow at the end of the phrase in order to start down-how.
In 24 p, we lift the bow because the phrase ends on an up-bow approaching the frog.

. L. 1546
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from 2 3/4 . : .
wholei—f— 1 L to31/9 ————The First Finger on the D String ikt
step inches - (It is called F) et I Sl
Cl;) 1st finger
It sounds a whole step higher than the open D s;trlng. Place the
open D E 1st finger from 2 3/4 to 3 1/2 inches from the nutdepending upon
string ; 1st flnge:n the size of the Cello.
5 aid — ﬂg Memorize the sound of the open D and the 1st finger.
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Giant Steps
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Qur First Stunt
Keeping a {inger down while you play another open string.
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open e B b A nut B A NEW TONE -
from 2 3/4 Th : . : - . N S
whiola to-3 172 Fhe-First-Finger-on-the-A-String
step inches (It is called B)
(:!) B ) 1st finger
B It sounds a whole step higher than the open string. Place the
D E __‘A)__ o 1st finger from 2 3/4 to 3 1/2 inches from the nut depending
= e upon the size of the Cello.
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Qur Theme Song (on the A string)
A " : 7 GERMAN FOLK SONG
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The class may now slavt the

<

“Early Etudes For Strings’’ by Samuel Applebaum. These in-

teresting etudes with pianoaccompaniment will help todevelop left hand technic and the bow arm.
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T 6.D A A HIGHER TONE

nut
2 3/4 to & L .
31/2 mchesz whole The Third Finger on_the D String
R L step. : i :
- Q{ 1 (It is called F§)
21/4t03
inches , wgg‘lg
(k) | 3
When there is a sharp before F, it is called Ff. F sharpis a
D E Fi whole step from the 1st finger E. Place the 3rd finger from
=¥ = a fo 2 1/4 to 3 inches from the 1st finger. When you play the 3rd
. : : finger the 1st must remain on the string.
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At a Palty

When a note is sharped it remaing sharped throughout the measure.
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Mary Had a Little Lamb

Place the 1st finger down before you start.

1 3.
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Sklppmg from the Open Stung to the 3rd Finger
Place the ist finger down with the 3rd finger.
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Cock-a- Doodle Doo!
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ROTE PROJECT: The elass may now learn to pl.w the open strings in various rhythms by vole-
quarter notes, cighls, and triplets. Humor sing the rhythms hefore plaving. Play above the middle,
starting aboul two inehes helow the middle of the ! coonly b vy from Lhe elhow.,

1
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The class will now hecome a string orchestra. Slart the “First Program For Strings'’ by
Samuel Applebaum. This is a collection of 28 well known string orchestrn pieces to he used
for concerts and assembly programs.
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C. 8 D A | "~ The Fourth Finger on the D String — |
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| whole
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@ 3 The 4th finger G is a half-step from the 3rd finger F§. Place the }
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Leave a slight pause at each comma (9) with the bow remaining on the string.
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ROTE PROJECT: Thistetrachord or 3 finger pattern with the 3rd and 4th [ingersahalf step
apart may now be plaved on all strings in various rhythms.. Tum or sing this pattern before
playing.
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c ¢ pa I The Fourth Finger on the A String
whole { (It is called D)
step | : ) —nt
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step ; ' The 4th finger D is a half-step from the 3rd finger C§.
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step { Place the 4th finger about 1 or 1 1/4 inches from the 3rd finger.
Q ; ct b
D [r\1 . "y n
& B C” 5 R ﬁ? = ﬂlp' 9_..P...9 ﬂ = ﬁsf_ﬁ_,g
o 64 - = | ;
o i e e T A | :
T 1 1
o i
Melody on A
o pepp lref leeff & popp frrf ferae o
; 2 Z —1 I I } _-_H
The Space Ship
Py ) F. WOHLFAHRT
e P e »pie
b 7 ==
Sfadent p
65 : s
T . e [ g | 1 n =
v AR =i a o B 2 ) O Y e it Bexwy 53 2T 17 =
gt == EEES e A=
D LI L 3 II ) 17 N W, = J_.“‘@,_l __.}__ i
Teacher !
The Pet Shop
s n
3 r;— ﬁr H ' P‘”'ﬁ‘ = . ﬁ'—"ﬂ*ﬂ
B oEr i ] = =ciEsSiEe

The Cuckoo
ml A n

o DT e e e e e e

} EE) |
0 L | 1 O

[T

—
———

Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star
OLD FRENCH SONG
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-Each-student-may now-play-duets-with-another Violinorwitha Viotn CottoorBass e horts——
For Strings’ by Samuel Applebaum we have 26 lovely ducts, Fach student may now play his

first Cello solowilh piano accompaniment for demonstration programs. Il is ealled “Come To

The Sea™ - Italian Folk Song.
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BEAUTIFUL MELODIES with the FIRST, THIRD and FOURTH FINGERS

" Now We Will Dance
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An Octave Apart
When two notes have the same name and are eight notes apart, they are called an octave.
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ROTE PROJECT: The pupils may now learn the D Major scale. The class should hum or sing
the scale belore playing.
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We play the same melody again. The dot after
half note will now receive three counts. Both lines will sound the same.

The Same Melody

[¢]

the half note adds one half of its value. The dotted
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When a curved line connects two or more note

notes in the same bow stroke.

The Slur

g that are different,

it is called a slur. Play these
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Long Long Ago
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W‘;‘t’;gi " The First Finger on the G String |
QP 1 ' (It is called A) ¢
It sounds a whole step higher than the open G strlng}.
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THE QUARTER REST
Thie is a quarter rest (). It receives one count.
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The Thll‘d Fmger on the,G Strmg

(It is caHed B) Sl L i
whole SH i .
step
half B 3 Tt is a whole step from the 1st finger A.
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. The Tap Dancer ‘
The top 3 means that there are 3 counts to each measure.
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The Fourth Finger on the G String
(It is called C) '
It is a half-step from the 3rd finger B. Place the 4th finger about 1 1/4 inches from the 3rd flnger
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* 'When Do We Use the S:éédfﬁ(:ifFinger?‘

When the next note above the 1st finger is a half-step away, we
use the 2nd finger. We now use the 2nd finger to play F on the
D string and C on the A string. Both notes are a half-step from

the 1stfinger. Place the 2nd finger about 1 or 1 1/4 inches from
the 1st finger. ‘ ‘ :

{ - This is a natural sign which means that the note is not sharped

or flatted.
n -
—
2 { 2
n n P
. S -~ | ﬁ ol h per) =
f — }
i 1 i -
(o] l,._______,__i’ ______ ?
Nelly Bly TRADITIONAL
A — . & prapfe o/
p v T = —o—] = ' { —5—]
90 { { E t } t i £
i ] I I
{ 4 4_
t_\ .
—9:n " "J - 1 =t a y
_7l]ja 1 #f f 1§ o
;l 2 I 1
Cradle Song
" " | GERMAN FOLK SONG
gI/I/ . ] l.—w
TEES : ===t
= : | 2
m - - v
=) ] : : 5
=7 I r A
|
The Half Step March
a ie Y fmb
! i Oam » Y
- 92 §EE A et e f e e |
- L2 3 58S ;
{ 2 3 4 3 2 73 I

SN\
ROTE PROJECT: The class will now enjoy playing the 1 2 finger pattern with a half step be-
tween the 1st and 2nd fingers. Play on all strings in various rhythms.
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PLAYING THREE NOTES in the SAME BOW STROKE - The C String

Use one third of the bow for each of the slurred notes
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Thoughts of You
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Blow That Man Down
This note ia called an ‘“‘up-beat'' . The count is subtracted from the last measure.
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PLAYING on the C STRING

The 1st finger on the C string is called D and is a whole atep from the open string. The 3rd finger
is called E and is a whole step from the 1st finger D. The 4th finger is called F and is a half-step

1)

from the 3rd finger E.
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Each student will now he ready Lo piay the next Cello solo wilh piano accompaniment. It is “‘In

The Swiss Alps™ by Charles De Beriof.




~ MELODIES that are REPEATED
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~ Dream Waltz . ‘
The dots mean to repeat. You are to jre\p,eat the sections between the two sets of dots.
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ROTE PROJECT: The 1 2 fing~v pattern with the 1st and 2nd [ingers a half step apart, and g
the 2/\3 finger pattern with the 2nd and 3rd fingers a half step apart, may now be practiced three
notes in a bow.
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GERMAN FOLK SONG
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The Lonesome Cowboy
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‘ Happy Go Lucky
(Melody with Octaves)
When there is only one set of dots go back to the begim;lng.
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ROTE PROJECT: The scales of G and D Major may now be tried in the following rhythms .
The notes marked with a dot and dash are plnved l)etache Lanceé - a slight pause between each

note without the marteld aceent.
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MEI.ODIES STRESSING the SECOND and THIRD FINGERS
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ROTE PROJECT: Play the i ?, finger pattern starting with the note F (1st finger on D) and

ending with the open A string.  Practice in various bowings and rhythms to conform with the

other string parts.
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The Clock Tower
P- means to play softly - from the Italian word ‘ piano’’ . A.R. REINAGLE
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STRENGTHENING-the FOURTH FINGER - LEFT HAND PIZZICATO

The notes marked with crosses (+) are to be plucked with "the"4m—fiﬁgéi= of the left hand.

The Fourth Does the Picking
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A Maypole Dance
Lift the bow before you pluck the string. ENGLISH SINGIN? BAME
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RIGHT HAND PIZZICATO (pizz.

Pluck the string with the 1st finger of the right hand.

Right Hand Pizzicato
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MELODIES on ALL STRINGS »_
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Faith of Qur Fathers
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BUILDING a MAJOR SCALE
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If we play elght notes going up a step atatime so thatthe 8th note is an octave above the 1st note,
we have a scale. ' '

Ifthereis a half-step between the 3rd and 4th notes and a half-step between the Tth and 8th notes,
Each half is called a tetrachord.

we have a Major scale.

Let's divide the scale into two halves.

The First Half of the Scale (in different rhythms)
Notice the half-step between the 3rd and 4th notes.
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The Second Half of the Same Scale (in the same rhythms)
The 2nd half will start a whole step above the 1st half. (Half-step between the 3rd and 4th notes.'
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Putting the Two Halves Together
(This scale is called C Major because it starts on C)
Notice the half-gleps between the 3rd and 4th notes and the 7th and 8th notes. p:
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. EIGHTH NOTES (J)) j
Elvghth notes are played twice as fast as quarter notes. Two eighth notes receive one count and are ¢
equal to one quarter note. k.
Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star i
(As we played it earlier in the book) :
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Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star (in 8th notes) ;
Each note is repeated in eighth notes and played twice as fast as quarter notes. g
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For the third Cello solo with piano accompaniment to be used for demonstrations, we have an
old favorite - ““Minuct’ from Anna Magdalena Bach’s Notehook.
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EIGHTH NOTES COMBINED with QUARTER NOTES

B O
F

- Jdd Jd

i-d--d-d-j

The Game Starts

1] 1}
CeLLf CiQlll
7 il

]

. e

WU i

15 . o
——t ¢

1" il
T ¥
I Il

| & L)
2
. -

IS PRI S

G nE

N TE— e —— —

[~ 7]
[ 2 ]
P—

E

|

n
=

[

e |

n
p_.
3

'_111 ~NC
or o

-4 |1

~4+

The Spooks

ol

pizz, P

In the Cave

Rl

Student



ForL R FE M
2 5 _’. ren imvares .'_‘.. -
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Polka

A Polka is a lively Bohemian dance with two counts to each measure.

The top 2 means that there are two counts to each measure.
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Bow to Your Partner
. SWEDISH FOLK GAME
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