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Introduction

Double stops are an excellent learning tool. In practicing them, many impor-
tant skills can be developed: "

e Intonation and ear training are enhanced when one pitch must
be tuned against another — even if one of the notes is just an
open string.

» The correct shape of the left hand and proper spacing of the
fingers is developed.

* A good extended hand position is especially crucial when
playing double stops.

 Certain important exceptions to a normal hand position are also
learned, as with fifths and chords.

* Many passages in the cello repertoire depend upon double stop
patterns in the left hand even if the bow is playing one note at a
time.

In my opinion, the study of double stops should be an important part of a
daily practice routine.

The problem is that most double stop exercises are too advanced for many
students. This book specifically addresses that problem. “Double Stops for
Cello” consists of familiar and tuneful melodies. Besides making. the pieces
fun to play, the fact that the songs are so recognizable helps students to
know when they are playing in tune. The first folk songs are very simple,
being composed of fingered notes against open strings. The book then pro-
gresses through closed fingering patterns, extensions, shifting, sixths, thirds,
etc. The pieces are placed in order of difficulty except for the bowing studies
at the back of the book which should be brought out and used as needed.

I would like to thank my friends and their students for trying out the prelimi-
nary versions of this book and giving me their valuable comments. Also,
special thanks to Lynn and Haide for their assistance in acquiring source
materials.

I'hope you find this book as fun and useful as I have. Enjoy!

Rick Mooney
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Three Blind Mice
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Amazing Grace
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Lullaby
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Skip to My Lou
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This Old Man
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Auld Lang Syne
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Berceuse
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Cockles and Mussels
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Sur le Pont d'Avignon
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Clair de Lune
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Drunken Sailor
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Highland Lad
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Old MacDonald
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Germany

Fuchs, du hast die Gans Gestohlen
(Song of the Wind)
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Yankee Doodle
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The Blue Bells of Scotland
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“America, the Beautiful

Samuel A. Ward
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London Bridge is Falling Down
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French Folk Song

) ) France
X 1 1 X
4 4 y 4 0 x1 1
. 8 ﬁ # $ 358 p 3 4 4
e — = ! e
T 47 J ' J | | I 1 | | I
| | [ [ | |
7 x1 x1 1 x1 x1 1 x1
4 0 0o 4 4 4 4 4 4
”
yd
| 1 | | |
[ | I | N

.
:
‘E. .
s
:
E

{ United States
Vol Y 4 0
4 ; 4 3
g L N € 7 ! ¥ 1 O] xFﬁ/ ! ;F‘F:?::ﬁ 0] R:F P
i \ W] [ yi E { Vi E Ji v E | [ |b % Ji lrl LNI
1 3 4_2
0 TN,
> : F“f g £ o H ﬁ—p:q—‘ﬂ
e e | e s e o —0——
| I llv/| | | b | W
Ty r— ]
4 . /'\‘
9
3 ‘s 3 8 i; i g 3 8 0
A — E— N E—— e —— 11— £ u
' T i —— w, \J. ° V'_
0 ! -
4
12 /—\ . ﬁ .]._ F_
~ > —— {

il




Swing Low, Sweet Chariot
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‘Get Along Little Doggies
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The Farmer in the Dell
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Henry Purcell
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French Folk Song in SiXths
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Preparation for Kummer Exercise
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Preparation for Lee Exercise
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‘Twinkle in B-Flat Major
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Twinkle with Chords
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