FOREWORD

Again and again, with deep regret. we see how alongside obvious achievements
of the civilized world, our planet is being torn apart by bloodshed and antagonism. And
no creative deed is able to withstand that destructive force, which so easily strikes out
the fragile means of progress.

Taking very close to my heart all that is happening around me, I am trying to
express in my music the state I feel in my soul, writing basically for myself, without
contriving any illusions that, as Dostoyevsky said, “beauty will save the world.”

This is why my music is more sad than happy, and is addressed more to the lone
individual rather than to society. Here you won't find appeals for striving, equality, or “a
bright future.” Most likely you will find threads of sorrow caused by the imperfection of
the world which keeps disregarding the most horrendous examples from human history.

My thoughts are expressed in an extremely simple musical language. And I hope
that the audience will be affected by my composition, and will not mistake my deliberate
simplicity for what in my opinion is the most dangerous phenomenon—the feeling of
indifference.

—G1vA KANCHELI

The Piano Quartet was commissioned for the Bridge Ensemble
by David and Amy Fulton

Its premiere performance was given
by the Bridge Ensemble on October 13, 1998,
in the Nordstrom Recital Hall at Benaroya Hall, Seattle

duration: ca. 20 minutes
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* Hold until the sound fades away completely.
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